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COMMUNITY NEWS
Rumor mill or trusted news?
Dear Editor:
Joy Reid’s comments
on Charlie Crist’s love life
were more appropriate for
an entertainment news
channel than a mainstream media outlet that
is supposed to be about
the politician’s policy issues. It shouldn’t rise to
the level of attention for
news channels such as
MSNBC unless it interfered with his public life.
That has never happened to Crist and the
claims about his homosexuality were categorically false anyway. He got
married a year out of undergraduate school. He
got remarried later on in
life and has never admitted to being a homosexual
in a state that is politically
friendly to them histori-

cally.
Crist was the first
Florida governor to use
social media such as Facebook, and he has certainly
never used those platforms to berate another
person’s private life like
Reid has. She may be the
only mainstream journalist who has insulted a
politician’s sexuality and
not been disciplined for
it.
If those comments
came from a news outlet
that had a lot of conservative viewers, there would
be demonstrations to get
them to resign. Mainstream media is supposed
to be a vehicle of integrity
that viewers can depend
on. Once the line is indistinguishable from the
rumor mill and trusted

Legacy-56, Inc. Steps Forward

news, a journalist shouldn’t be believed in to bring
the truth.
The news is supposed
to be free from gossip and
provide a real take on the
happenings
in
our
world. The newsmakers
aren’t defending Crist
against speculation like
they should and this disappointingly
supports
fake news.
Jordan Cooper

ATL Barbershop/Salon giving back:
A MLK Day of Service project
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Anthony Link, owner of
ATL Barbershop/Salon, is
planning to furnish some
fun, freebies and even a fire
truck for the youth of the
community on MLK Day
2018.
ATL, which stands for
Antony Tyrone Link, has
been operating for almost
five years at 2910 18th Ave.
S. On Jan. 14, the Sunday
before the holiday, Link will
open up his grounds to all
by giving away free food,
haircuts and also free samples of hair care products
such as shampoos and hair
oils.
There will even be a
bounce house for the kids
and a fire truck on hand,
along with special guest
speakers.
“I’ve got a couple speakers that are coming out
to bring positive messages,”
he explained, “to speak to
our youth.”
Speakers will vary from
those instructing young
people about proper hair
care to renowned community organizer Jabaar Edmond.
Link decided that by beginning the festivities on

ATL Barbershop/Salon
Sunday at his shop, it would
be a great opportunity for
the young people to get
spruced up for the holiday
the next day.
“I figured that the kids
can go to the parade with
their hair cut,” he said.
On Monday, Link plans
to watch the parade with his
own family, but as soon as
it’s over he will set up at the
Tropicana Field lot, along
with other vendors, and
offer more free haircuts and
giveaways. He said he’d like
to get a speaker to come
down with him to the stadium on the holiday as well.
Though this will be his
first time participating in the
MLK Day of Service,
Link—with his desire to
give back to his community—said he had planned
to hold such an event at

some point, but saw the Day
of Service as an ideal time to
open up his shop and offer
up his skills and wares to
the residents of the area.
“I was going around
asking for help,” he explained, “because closed
mouths don’t get fed. Then
I just ran across the right
person who told me about
the program. So that was
perfect for me.”
Link plans to have a
number of volunteers collaborating with him and
helping to bring it all together and believes it will
be a good time had by all.
“I’m very excited about
it, to be honest with you,” he
enthused. “I’m very, very
excited!”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

ST. PETERSBURG –
Organized
in
2015,
Legacy-56, Inc.(L56), a
cross-section of professionals and former classmates born in 1956 and
raised on the south side of
St. Petersburg, steps forward to encourage the
community to remember,
reclaim, restore and realize the value of cultural
heritage in promoting equity and excellence.
Key leaders of L56
were already positioned
for impact such as the
founding president and
chair of the board of directors Dr. Katurah Jenkins-Hall.
A
retired
University of South
Florida professor of psychology and sought-after
Bay area clinician, Jenkins-Hall now serves as
vice-chair of the board of
trustees for the Foundation for a Healthy St. Petersburg, an organization
whose mission is to promote health equity in
south St. Petersburg.
L56’s
Vice-Chair
Loretta Monroe Calvin is
well-known for her diversity/inclusion and business strategy consulting
in St. Pete. She is currently executive director
for the Edible Peace
Patch, an organization in
Pinellas County that
seeks to produce healthy
minds
and
bodies
through hands-on educational gardens.
Sarah E. Ward, board
treasurer, serves on the
board of Faith and Action
for Strength Together on
the education committee,
which brings congregations together to solve
problems for Pinellas
County.
Board
Secretary
Thomas Pittman, who
lives in Jacksonville and
works in Duval County
Schools with special
needs children, brings a
wealth of experience in

community engagement
and parent advocacy.
Other board members
include Lorene Blossom,
business development,
U.S. Pan Asian American
Chamber of Commerce,
Atlanta and Regina Rosier,
retired educator with
Pinellas County Schools.
Realizing that the mission of L56 could not be
effectively accomplished
without the help of a
younger generation of
board members, the organization recently added
three millennial leaders in
the field of education:
Aisheeda Benjamin, Shannon Dolly and JerJuan
Green.
“The
intergenerational transfer begins with
our board,” said Calvin,
who feels it is important
to add a diverse perspective in order to pass the
legacy forward.
In the spirit of Sankofa
– a West African word
meaning to reach back
and fetch it, L56 urges its
community to go back
and gather what has been
lost and reclaim their cultural, racial and spiritual
identities. The organization promotes the significance
of
academic
scholarship, artistic expression and shared spirituality
while
demonstrating how meaningful relationships solidify and strengthen a
community.
The organization is
preparing to launch two
inaugural mission-driven
events including Read to
Remember – Remember to Read on Jan. 13,
2018, in conjunction with
funding from the MLK
Day of Service and its
own soon-to-be signature
event Legacy-56 Sankofa
Series.
The inaugural Sankofa
Series is slated for February 10, 2018, with A Journey Home: An Evening

Honoring the Legacy of
Kenny Leon. L56 will be
establishing Leon’s work
in
Pinellas
County
Schools through August
Wilson monologue competitions.
L56 is also working
alongside others in the
community to advocate
excellence and racial equity to impact change.
Their community partners
include
local
churches, private and
public schools, the City of
St. Petersburg, Bay Area
Businesses for Performing Arts, Arts Conservatory for Teens, Pinellas
County Urban League,
NAACP, St. Petersburg
College and the University of South Florida, St.
Petersburg.
“It was always expected that we, student
leaders of our time, would
someday return home to
give back to the community that nurtured our
paths, declared JenkinsHall. “That time has
come, and our time is
now.”
Jenkins-Hall believes
in order to impact the
change that is critical to
reclaiming the community, they must commit
themselves to a methodology of listening and learning before planning and
engaging. L56 anticipates
that their initiatives will
have both impact and
longevity.
“The ball was fumbled
on our watch and we must
pick it up and run with it,”
said Pittman. “We are not
just looking for technical
solutions, we are seeking
systemic change.”
Legacy-56, Inc., a nonprofit
organization
founded by former classmates, now thought-leaders, is raising cultural
consciousness to promote
systemic change throughout St. Petersburg.

CON N ECT
W ITH US
Legacy-56, Inc.(L56)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A call to action
TAMPA BAY – One
Church One Child of
Florida challenges communities to seriously consider
adopting
or
mentoring children in
need of a forever home.
Do you have room in
your heart for a child or
siblings in need of a family?
This is an urgent and
important question that
must be raised time and
time again, but each time
there is a different child
or children. One Church
One Child of Florida is
reaching out to families
and individuals in local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
child pictured here and
others like him are.
Daily, over 700 children are in need of a family to call their own, many
of them are minorities.
Can you provide a loving,
permanent home for
these children or other
children like them or
consider becoming their
mentors?
Churches are asked
to partner with One
Church One Child in
sharing information with
congregations and extending Watch-Care Ministries to children. Rev.
Beverly Hills Lane, state
president
for
One
Church One Child of
Florida and vice president for National One
Church One Child, is
challenging fellow pastors to get involved and
encouraging families to
open their hearts and
homes to children in foster care.
These series of arti-

Photo by Erica Csatlos

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

She’s not welcomed

“I like who I am!”
cles feature children located in communities
across the state; they
have no family identified
to adopt them, will you
take the challenge of
opening your home and
family to parenting them?
December’s child is
highlighted in this article; he too deserves to
have a family. Do pray
sincerely for him and
consider making him a
part of your family
through adoption or a
part of your church
through Project WatchCare, for support and
mentoring.
Marquele
Marquele is a charismatic young man with a
big heart. He loves science and wants to become
a
chemical
engineer when he grows
up. He has an insatiable
curiosity, and once he
latches on to an idea or
interest, he’s determined
to follow it through.

Marquele is a good
and loyal friend and a
diehard Seahawks fan!
Although he’s been
through a lot in his young
life, he still has the simple desire of any kid: to
be special to someone.
He will thrive in a home
with one or two loving,
understanding parents
and will do best as the
youngest or only child.
If you are interested
in knowing more about
Marquele and other children in foster care available for adoption, or if
you would like to become
a foster parent, mentor,
partner or volunteer,
please contact LaKay
Fayson, Recruitment Coordinator
for
One
Church One Child of
Florida’s SunCoast Region, at (813) 740-0210 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
Visit www.ococfl.org
for more information.

What if you were denied access to an
opportunity solely because of a characteristic that is outside of your control?
You did not choose it. You cannot change
it. You may even embrace it, yet it creates
unfair challenges at times.
Sometimes these obstacles are easy
to spot. Maybe you want to be a famous
singer but are tone-deaf. Other times the
barriers are covert.
Meet Anna Pauline “Pauli” Murray an attorney, activist and author. Born November 20, 1910, and died July 1, 1985,
Murray made history by becoming California’s first black deputy attorney general in 1946.
In 1965, she made history again by
becoming the first African American to
receive a Doctor of Juridical Science degree (J.S.D.) from Yale Law School. In
1977, she made history yet again by becoming the first black woman to be ordained as an Episcopal priest.
Murray wanted to attend Columbia
University but because the school did not
admit women she was turned away. Instead, she attended Hunter College
where she graduated in 1933.
As a result of the laws in North Carolina in 1938, when Murray applied to attend the University of North Carolina she
was denied again but this time it was because of her race.
In 1940, Murray was arrested for violating Virginia’s segregation laws when
she sat in a whites-only section on a bus.
By 1941, she was enrolled at Howard
University School of Law. She was the
only woman in her class.
Reportedly, on her first day of school,
one of her law professors remarked that
he did not know why women went to law
school. Murray coined the term “Jane
Crow” (hinting on “Jim Crow”) which
was her way of drawing attention to how
racial segregation adversely affected
African-American women in particular.
Murray was elected chief justice of
the Howard Court of Peers, which was
the highest student position at Howard
University. Turning heads, in 1944 Murray graduated first in her law class. Before Murray, the men who graduated
first in the class were awarded Julius

Rosenwald Fellowship that allowed them
to do graduate work at Harvard University. Murray was denied this opportunity,
however, because she was a woman.
Reported, in response to this rejection Murray wrote:
“I would gladly change my sex to
meet your requirements, but since the
way to such change has not been revealed to me, I have no recourse but to
appeal to you to change your minds.”
At that time, minds were not
changed. Murray earned a master’s degree in law at the University of California,
Berkley.
Murray was increasingly frustrated
by the disparity between the major part
that black women play in the fight for civil
rights versus how her leadership roles in
the national policy-making decisions fail
in comparison. In 1966, Murray cofounded the National Organization for
Women (NOW). Supposedly, she
thought it would act similarly to the
NAACP but for women.
Before retiring from the practice of
law, Murray was co-counsel and successfully argued the case of White vs. Crook.
The ruling, in this case, is that women
have an equal right to serve on juries.
Murray’s written work is just as impactful as her verbal advocacy of both
civil rights and for the rights of women.
Her legacy is further recognized in that
the National Trust for Historic Preservation named her childhood home a National Treasure, her family home was
named a National Historic Landmark and
Yale University named one of its residential colleges that Pauli Murray College.
Because of her race and gender,
many doors were closed for Murray.
Many could not imagine someone who
looked like her in certain environments
or obtaining certain opportunities. Some
flatly informed her that she was not welcomed.
Even though the societal rules attempted to silence her, Murray’s memory continues to live. No one saved a seat
for her at the table. In response, she
brought her own.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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Duval Park is an 87-unit apartment community located at
5025 Duval Park Circle in St. Petersburg, Florida. The property
has 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedroom apartments, and it is designed to provide
permanent, affordable and supportive housing to U.S. Military
Veterans and their families.
Preference will be given to U.S. Military veterans and families who
reside in, or are transitioning to, permanent housing. To that end,
36 of Duval Park’s unit (40%) will be set aside for those veterans
with a service-connected disabling condition.
Duval Park is a Section 42 Low Income Housing Tax Credit project
with 44 vouchers for HUD Section 8 rental assistance. In order to
be eligible for housing in this community, you must meet the
income eligibility requirements established by the Low Income
Housing Tax Credit Program. Your gross household income cannot
exceed 60% of the Pinellas County area median income (AMI),
which is currently set at the following limits:
1 person: $25,140 2 people: $28,740
3 people: $32,340
4 people: $35,880
5 people: $38,760
6 people: $41,100
7 people: $44,520
8 people: $47,400
Management is actively accepting applications for placement on
the waiting list for an apartment. Applications will be processed
in the order that they are received. To request an application or for
more information about the property or the admissions criteria,
please contact the Property Manager at (727) 522-1400 (FL Relay
TTY 800-995-8771). You may also request information or return
applications via email (duvalpark@carteretmgmt.com) or mail to
the property at: 5025 Duval Circle, Saint Petersburg,
FL 33714. Applications are also available for download on the property website, www.duvalpark.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2017 Silver Spoon Tea Party weekend
ST. PETERSBURG —
The 2017 Silver Spoon Tea
Party Weekend held earlier
this month was all a little
girl could have ever imagined. The weekend began
with brunch and then off to
hair and nail appointments.
Their hair was fabulously
coiffed and nails were delicately painted in snow pink
with a soft shimmery
sparkle.
When the pampered
princesses’ services were
complete, they were transported to a downtown hotel
where they enjoyed a private movie showing and a
pizza party exclusively for
their enjoyment. The girls
were later led to their suites
where they enjoyed warm
bubble baths, new pajamas
and sleeping bags for their
exciting slumber party
where they shared fascinating stories, many originals,
as they were the storytellers.
Sunday morning the
Tea Party Angels enjoyed a
wonderfully
prepared
breakfast in the hotel’s
lobby. The morning included the creation of gin-

gerbread houses and decorating tasty gingerbread
men.
Prior to noon, the girls
received a refresher etiquette session before returning to their suites to
prepare for the party they
all anticipated. The 27 nineyear-old amazing angels
were beautifully attired in
the most exquisite dresses
imaginable. They unceasingly twirled and spun
around, enjoying the splendor of the moment.
Midafternoon,
two
stretch limousines arrived
to retrieve the beautiful
girls as they rode through
the city, making stops along
the way for photos with scenic backdrops. They ultimately arrived at the St.
Petersburg Country Club,
where they were met by
the paparazzi and adoring
fans welcoming them to an
exquisite Silver Spoon Tea
Party.
The girls were escorted
into the ballroom room to
behold a vision of a stunningly decorated space in
pink and silver with a glistening candy corner that

brought a smile to each of
their angelic faces.
The honorees were surprised by the presence of
former Miss America/Miss
Florida Erika Dunlap and
St. Petersburg’s Mayor
Rick Kriseman and First
Lady Kerry Kriseman. The
event was indeed a storybook fantasy for the lovely
princesses.
The Silver Spoon Tea
Party is hosted by the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson African
American History Museum’s executive and board
of directors. The participating scholars were identified
by the following schools:
Academy Prep, Campbell
Park, Fairmont Park, Lakewood Elementary, Maximo, Melrose and Midtown
Academy.
Sponsors were recruited and their role included funding for each
participant. Corporate and
community partners included Walmart, Marriott,
Pinellas Technical College,
Basic Hair Care, Imperial
One Limousine Services
and Rossie Newson Photography.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AKA’s celebrate holiday season in style
ST.
PETERSBURG
– The members of Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter
of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. in partnership with The Youth Development
Foundation
and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity celebrated the holiday
season with glitz and
glamour Dec. 15 at the St.
Petersburg Coliseum.
More than 500 guests
were in attendance for the

affair and enjoyed the festive occasion and community fellowship. Themed
around the spirit of giving,
guests participated in a
toy drive collection of
African-American dolls,
balls and books. The donation effort was part of an
initiative led by the Carter
G. Woodson Museum to
ensure local deserving
children receive a gift during the holiday season.

The gala also highlighted the Sorority’s 62
years of service. Fifteen
courageous women determined to serve the community and enhance
young people’s lives chartered the chapter on Dec.
15 in 1955.
The chartering members who have respectfully become known as the
“Fifteen Pearls of ZUO”
were Annie Barton, Ruth

Batson, Pauline Besselli,
Lena Brown (first president), Mary O. Brown,
Claronell Griffin, Bertha
James, Rubye Wysinger,
Dorothy Johnson, Elizabeth Jones, Annie McLin,
Willie M. McMurray,
Eloise E. Perkins, Verdya
Robinson and Florence
Williams.
Shortly after the chartering, nine other members transferred their

Photo credit: LaTonya Alexander

membership
from
Gamma Theta Omega in
Tampa to Zeta Upsilon
Omega.
Today, the chapter
president is Cassandra
Williams and includes
nearly 100 members.
About Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. is the oldest
Greek-letter organization
established in America by

black women and was
founded on January 15,
1908, at Howard University. Led by International
President Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson, the organization connects thousands
of college-trained women
who give of themselves to
support community service projects and scholarship programs.
For more information,
visit ZUOChapter.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The plight of African-American women

I AM:
Sidney Harden, Sr.

TOMALIN, from front page

According to Tomalin,
black women do amazing
things as the contributions
of this generation are defined. There’s also the responsibility to carry a
heavy load on many levels
while proving that they’re
up to the task.
She highlights a nurturing network of professional
black women in St. Petersburg who make a point to
reach out to each other,
support and invest in the
social capital required for
career success. These
women look for opportunities and the ability to increase and enhance their
capacities and optimize
their experiences.
Tomalin also considers
that opportunity is becoming a more accessible reality.
For too long in our city,
the most elite opportunities
were confined to a small
group–well known or
prominent African Americans,” she said. “As we become more progressive,
people in power recognize
the contribution of the
African-American women
and men across the board
regardless of their background or specific upbringing.”
Tomalin thinks that
younger black women
have an opportunity to
forge their best path in St.
Pete. As she puts it, they
don’t need to leave the
place they grew up in to realize their opportunities
and full potential.
“Us who are adults,
[are the ones] charged
with shepherding them
and helping them find their

way,” she said.
It is also relevant, from
her perspective, to direct
the programs run by the
city that are designed to enrich the lives of young people, such as summer youth
employment, after-school
employment and mentoring.
“We have a lot of focus
on African-American young
men. [For example] a new
program called Cohort of
Champions that’s working
on intersecting potential
tragedies for our AfricanAmerican young men,
which is one of [the] chief
concerns of African-American women,” she said.
The deputy mayor considers that by taking a
more comprehensive approach, black women need
to do as much as they can
to ensure success for black
men as well.
From Tomalin’s point
of view, there are, without
question, defined struggles
specific to the AfricanAmerican experience for
women. For example, the
lengths and filters that are
applied to them by others.
Many times discriminated
against, they still have a
particular struggle to help
people see them in this
time and place.
“Many people who are
not African American, particularly in the South, need
to see African-American
women differently, in the
context of today,” she said.
That is still a constant
struggle. Tomalin thinks
that a brighter future is
very workable, but it takes
continuous work.

By Gwen Reece

Dr. Kanika Tomalin, first
African-American
female deputy mayor
in the City of
St. Petersburg
considers that equality
needs to apply to both
women and men.
“I come to work every
day to help engineer a city
of opportunities. I hope that
everyone who calls St. Pete
home feels that sense of
hope and a brighter tomorrow. I have a particular investment in that being the
case for African-American
women,” Tomalin averred.
It’s also imperative that
black women have a place
in the city’s growth that is
sustainable.
“The work that we do,
the outreach that happens
every day is what will determine whether or not the
city does what’s right by
the
African-American
women who call it home,”
she said with her voice full
of hope.
This story is part of a 50article series honoring black
women in the Tampa Bay
area.

Sidney Harden, Sr.
came to St. Petersburg
with his wife and family in
1926. He was industrious
and an entrepreneur. Before opening his grocery
store, he owned a cab. It
was a Chrysler with a slogan on the side that read:
“If you want to go to town
and don’t want to be late,
catch Sidney Harden and
his Chrysler Eight.”
By 1939 or 1940 he’d
saved enough money to
open Harden’s grocery
store in the north half of a
building on the corner of
22nd Street and Ninth Avenue South. The building,
then owned by George
Washington, is one of 11
buildings in the Midtown
area with historic designations.
The store was usually
open seven days a week
from 5 a.m. to midnight
and provided foods preferred by the neighborhood residents. Children
could buy chocolate chip
cookies, two for a penny,
and adults could buy snuff
and Prince Albert tobacco
in the can. Canned goods,
staples, fresh meat, raw
peanuts
and
even
kerosene could be purchased at Harden’s grocery.
The store also specialized in ethnic foods such

James Nelson, butcher, left, and Sidney Harden
as chitterlings, hogs’ head
cheese, whole hog heads
and even more exotic
meats such as opossum,
raccoons, rabbits and gophers. He raised chickens
behind the store and research shows that Harden
and his butcher, James
Nelson applied for a license to raise opossums.
Harden is still remembered for his generosity.
When residents in the
neighborhoods surrounding the store were unemployed or simply “short
on cash,” he would allow
them to get food “on the
books.” Individuals who
hung around the store
were frequently put to
work, shelling peas or

pecans and were paid with
food and a few quarters.
Although Mr. Harden
had very little formal education and it’s said that he
could barely read or write,
he could count money
and read the scales. In
1945 he built a concrete
block residence on Melrose Avenue and by the
time of his death in 1969,
he is said to have owned
at least 12 properties in St.
Petersburg.
Sources:
“St. Petersburg’s Historic 22nd Street South”
by Rosalie Peck and Jon
Wilson and from Betty
Harden, granddaughter of
Sidney Harden, Sr.

Arts Conservatory for Teens Art installation at First Night St. Pete
ST. PETERSBURG —
Arts Conservatory for
Teens (ACT) invites First
Night St. Pete attendees
to participate in COLOR
ST. PETE, the New Year’s
Eve event’s first-ever, interactive public art installation.
Led by ACT, COLOR
ST. PETE is a public
art installation project that
provides an opportunity
for the community to join
together to express their
creativity using a platform
that extends beyond
racism, separatism, classism and religious divides. All those who love
the City of St. Petersburgindividuals, families, civic
leaders, business owners,
educators, are invited to
express their thoughts,
resolutions and hopes
through the art of painting.
“We are so pleased to
have COLOR ST. PETE
represented at First Night
this year,” said Allen
Loyd, First Night execu-

tive director said of the
public art project. “This
vibrant, hands-on installation brings a great community
activity
and
positive message to the
festival.”
ACT co-founder Alex
Harris said their goal for
the project is to create a
shared artistic vision for
how we may become a
more collaborative and
unified society.
“We want people to
share thoughts and ideas
on how to improve our
community
strength,”
stated Harris.
The COLOR ST.
PETE installation will be
located at North Straub
Park on Beach Drive. All
First Night attendees are
invited to participate
from 8-11:30 p.m. More
information can be found
at firstnightstpete.com/sc
hedule/.
After First Night
COLOR ST. PETE will be
moving to USFSP Poynter
Park between Harbor Hall

and Davis Hall just off 3rd
Street. Then, ACT will be
kicking off the year with a
COLOR ST. PETE Conversation on Wednesday,
Jan. 31 at Harbor Hall
Community Room from 57 p.m.

About Arts Conservatory for Teens
ACT programs focus
on education, empowerment and enrichment, primarily for youth and teens
of lower to moderate-income families, offering

before and after school
opportunities throughout
Pinellas County.
ACT’s model to educate, empower and enrich
young people has helped
hundreds of youth and
teens of our community –

offering hope in realizing
their dreams and career
aspirations. For more information about upcoming programs and events
visit artsconservatoryforteens.org.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
Notice under fictitious name law Pursuant to F.S.
section 865.09 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in business under the
fictitious name of Virginia and David Baldwin Women's
Residence, 814 Fourth Avenue North, in the city of
St. Petersburg, County of Pinellas, State of Florida, 33701,
registered said name with the Division of Corporations
of Florida Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida on
October 30, 2017. Dated this 13th day of December 2017,
St. Petersburg Free Clinic, 863 3rd Ave N, St. Petersburg,
FL 33701. Publish date of December 21, 2017.

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2017

COMMUNITY NEWS
Dolls, balls, books & bikes for Christmas
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG The fourth annual Bring
Out The Dolls, Balls &
Books holiday gift gathering celebration for young
boys and girls was held at
the Carter G. Woodson
African American History
Museum Dec. 17.
Bring out the Dolls is
the brainchild of Attorney
Shannon Ligon, founder
of Legacy Entertainment
& Arts Foundation. The
concept came when a 12year-old girl Ligon was
representing in Orlando

was being bullied because
of her natural hair.
Ligon and members of
her foundation came up
with an idea to help her
young client find “self-esteem, encouragement and
the support to understand
that no matter what you
look like or where you
come from, we are all
beautiful.”
After seeing Facebook
posts of Ligon celebrating
the success of the first toy
drive in Orlando, museum
Executive Director Terri
Lipsey Scott approached
her about partnering with
the Woodson for area children and added gifts for

boys also.
Each year the event
has grown with toy donations reaching more than
700 for 2017. The toys collected will be given to children whose parents are in
prison, displaced families
living in motels, some Jordan Park residents and
other families who have
been identified as in need.
“This event is definitely needed in our area,”
said Matt Byrd of the
Pinellas
Democratic
Black Caucus.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
35 years of bring joy to children
SANTA , from front page

Bethune-Cookman College back in 1993.
Delta GEMS and the
Delta Academy, youth
groups associated with Delta
Sigma Theta, earned some
community service hours by
manning the activity stations, while Mr. and Mrs.
Claus took photos with
those hoping to have escaped the naughty list this

year.
Gifts were purchased by
the sorority sisters and given
out through a raffle format.
Mitchell said the annual
breakfast is a way of giving
back to the community.
“I think this presentation…it represents what we
are all about,” said Mitchell,
explaining that this year the
sisters got together and de-

cided to create a Christmas
card station where cards
the little tykes created will
be taken to a nursing home
and given out to the residents.
The Breakfast with
Santa event got its humble
beginnings back in 1981.
New pledges were tasked
with coming up with a
fundraiser to help put on

the Mr. Wonderful Contest, and they decided on a
breakfast. Since it was
such a good community
activity, the sisters decided
to make it a yearly event.
The first breakfast
took place at Campbell
Park Recreation Center
where the sisters cooked
food for about 40 to 50
kids. This year, Sofia

Forte Catering cooked up
French toast, eggs, grits
and sausage.
For more than two
decades, sorority sister
Yvonne Alsup has played
the role of Mrs. Claus, but
this year’s Santa, who was
seen doing the Omega Psi
Phi dance, was portrayed
by Leander Lester. The
sisters asked the frater-

nity for a Santa, and he
happily replied.
So along with hundreds of others, Mrs.
Claus and her jolly husband will be back next
year when some will be
sitting down to their first
breakfast and others for
their 36th, all in the name
of giving back to the community.

GET INVOLVED!

Volunteer
Volunteer to
to serve
serve in
in aa local
local project
project on
on
MLK
MLK Day
Day of
of Service
Service January
January 15,
15, 2018
2018

MLK Day of Service A DAY ON, NOT A DAY OFF
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MLK DAY OF SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS

Organization or Group Name

Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc

Phoenix UPLIFT Inc

9-11 Angels

Everyday Hero Project

Pinellas Opportunity Council, Inc.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. - Zeta Up- Ford Christian Academy
silon Omega Chapter
Fred G. Minnis, Sr. Bar Association
American Stage
Greater St. Petersburg Business Associa-

Pinnacle Financial Restoration, LLC
Police Athletic League of St. Petersburg
Second Chance Life Skills

ANSO of Tampa Bay

tion

ATL Barbershop / Salon

Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas County Inc.

Bartlett Park Community Garden-Garden
Florida

Hair By Ahsile

Sistahs of Compassion Supporting Cancer
Survivors Inc.

Caring For Girls Academy Inc.

High Profile Motivational Services, Inc.

Sofia Forte’s Catering

HIV/AIDS Action Committee

Sojourner Truth Center, Inc.

Christ Gospel Church

Keep Hope Alive Inc.

Community Action Stops Abuse, Inc. (CASA) KH Edutainment
Community Development and Training Cen- Kidzonomics®
ter, Inc
Knights of Knowledge Chess Club of St.
Community EFX, Inc.
Pete, Inc.
Cross and Anvil Human Services, Inc.
Lakeview Presbyterian Church

Shihan School of Survival

St. Petersburg City Theatre
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the
National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
St. Petersburg Pregnancy Center Inc dba
The Next STEPP Center
The Gathering of Women Inc.

Disston Academy - Pinellas County Schools Legacy-56, Inc.

The Harvest is Ripe Outreach Center, Inc

Dog Tag Heroes, Inc.

MayMay & Katie’ Rescue Angels Inc.

The Kind Mouse Productions, Inc.

Dyvine Appointments LLC

Mercy Keepers, Inc.

Visionnaire Creations LLC

Empath Health

Midtown Celebrity Club, Inc.

Workforce Solutions of Tampabay, Inc.

Epsilon Beta Sigma - Sigma Gamma Rho
Inc.

Mt. Zion Human Services Program Sistahs
Surviving Breast Cancer

Youth Un-Leashed

Eta Rho Educational Services / Eta Rho

Paulette’s Place, LLC

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority- Zeta Gamma Zeta
Chapter

Check out our website for places you can volunteer.
www.spcollege.edu/MLKService 727-341-4601 or 727-341-4602
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

YOUR

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

CHURCH AD COULD
BE HERE

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Call: 727-896-2922

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD BE
HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeekly
Challenger.com

YOUR CHURCH AD COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a heart
for the people), the Official
Family and Members welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally
our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church. Don't sit out church,
God has Blessed us to much,
we owe Him at least a Thank
You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact

us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 - Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available
- Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
December at the Ship
Mark Your Calendar
Keep Praying – Texas,
The US Virgin Islands,
Puerto Rico, Mexico & California, and those families and
survivors of Las Vegas.
The Bread of Life Ministry-Meals are available each
Wednesday for the Season
Saints or those in need.
Please see Sister Renetta
Williams for further clarity or
call the church office 727 9068300. See you in 2018.
December 18-30, 2017 –
The Annual Ministries and
Auxiliaries Advent Vacation
will commence. Enjoy your
time of rest and relaxation
with your family and friends.
However, more impartially
enjoy celebrating Emmanuel
our Lord and Savior who is

with us.
Sunday, Christmas Eve
Order of Service: December
24, 2017, Christmas Worship
Service at 7:45 am, at 9:30 am
– The Christmas Drama Presentation of “You Are Good” LaTara Bryant, Drama Ministry Leader, Christmas Worship Service at 10:45 am.
5th Sunday New Years
Eve Morning Worship Service Schedule: Sunday, December 31, 2017 at 8:00 am –
Church School and at 8:45
am – Morning Worship Service.
Sunday, December 31,
2017, Watch Night Service at
9:45 pm. Our Guest Preacher
will be Dr. Joseph Gordon,
Pastor Emeritus of the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church.
Our own Pastor, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., will bring the Closing Message for 2017. Pastor
is asking the Adult Mass
Choir, the Male Chorus and
the Music Team to serve. All
Ushers and Nurses Ministries to also serve.
Wednesday, January 10,
2018 at 7:00 pm, “Wednesday
Night Live”, The Tribe of
Reuben (January) and The
Deacons Ministry to sponsor
the First Love Fellowship
Dinner of 2018, all those born
in the Month of January are
to see your Captain, Min.
Corey J. Waters, Sr., as soon
as possible.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Initiation - Luke 19:5
“A person who has friends must shew
himself friendly (Proverbs 18:24).” There is
nothing wrong with initiating friendships. It’s
all right to start conversations with strangers.
We can no longer allow fear of rejection to
stop us from networking. Through Jesus
Christ’s example, we are empowered to go
after the relationships that we desire so that
our lives can be enriched.
In most instances, Jesus Christ was invited to people’s homes to perform some type
of miracle. In some cases, Jesus Christ initiated home visits. Jesus Christ was not afraid
to invite himself to people’s homes when he
knew that there was a mission to be accomplished through the visit. He realized that
God’s purpose and plan is more important
than social graces.
Due to his height challenge, Zacchaeus,

tax collector, climbed in the sycamore to see
Jesus Christ. His climbing in the tree represented that he was ready to go to a higher
level of consciousness. Jesus Christ recognized Zacchaeus’ e orts and invited himself
to the tax collector’s house so that his entire
life could change.
Houses represent states of consciousness. Jesus Christ coming to Zacchaeus’
house represented him opening himself up
to the Christ consciousness that was already
present within him as divine potential.
During this holiday season, while we are
celebrating the birth of Christ, let us open up
our hearts and minds to initiate conversations and visits with new and different people.
Let us also reach out to our family and friends
whom we have not seen for a while.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the

awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for December
Dec 25 - Christmas DayChurch Office Closed
Dec 31
Watch
Night Services beginning at
10:00 p.m. at St. Mark M. B.
Church
Events Coming January
Jan 1 - New Year’s DayChurch Office Closed
Jan 23 - Church OutingTrue Light M. B. Church.
Celebrating the Church’s
and Pastor Ward’s 23rd Anniversary. Time: 7:00 p.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning

at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
St. Mark Tutoring Program: Tutoring every Monday and Wednesday from
5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting: held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study: held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study: every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.

Merry Christmas and Happy Kwanzaa
“Oh Come Let Us Adore
Him, Christ The Lord”
Christmas Sunday Worship Schedule:
Sunday, December 24
7:45 am Christmas Eve
Worship Service
9:30 am – Drama Presentation “You Are Good”
10:45 am – Christmas
Eve Worship Service
PASTOR JOHN A. SR.,
FIRST LADY TERESA L.
EVANS , OUR FAMILY AND
THE MINISTRIES OF
“THE SHIP”
BOARD OF DIRECTORS - DEACONS AND
DEACONESS
FINANCE/BUDGET
PASTORAL CARE/MINISTRIAL STAFF - CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

DEPARTMENT
YOUTH/CHURCH
SUNDAY
SCHOOL
MOTHERS
MINISTRY
AND SENIOR MISSION
ADULT
DANCE/
ANGEL TREE/ WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD BREAD OF LIFE/CHRISTIAN PRAYER COUNSELOR
CULINARY - BREAKFAST MINISTRY/DRAMA/
EVANGELISM/AWANA/
HOSPITALITY
LAYMEN/WOMEN'S/5
5 PLUS/ARMED FORCES
FAMILY
MUSIC/MEDIA/MATRON/YWA/INTERCESSORY
MARRIED COUPLES/
SINGLES/NURSERY/PASTOR'S SUPPORT

RESTORATION & RECOVERY/PRAYER AND
FASTING/SOCIAL
ACTION
SOCIAL
JUSTICE/
TRAVEL/TRANSPOR TATION/ BEAUTIFICATION
SECURITY/USHERS/N
URSES GUILD/12 TRIBES
BIRTH MONTHS THE ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANCE
AND
THE
CHURCH OFFICE STAFF
AND SUPPORT STAFF

A tribute to my mother: Bunny Downing
BY DIERDRE DOWNINGJACKSON
I loved taking care of you
mommy
You were my best friend.
You were full of wisdom.
You were full of joy.
You were amazing.
You were so thoughtful and
kind.
You were generous and giving.
You were soft spoken and full of
love.
You were GOD’s perfect example of Grace.
I so loved taking care of you
Mommy.
You taught me how to trust and
keep my word.
You taught me how to pray and
not worry.
You were always willing to forgive.
When GOD called you home, I
knew you would be happy.
You wanted to see Daddy, yet
you waited patiently on the
LORD to call you home.
I so loved taking care of you.
It was a blessing to experience what makes a Mighty

Woman of GOD.
You worried about nothing and
trusted GOD for everything.
You kept your mind stayed on
JESUS and taught our family to
do the same.
When our hearts were heavy,
you relieved our pain; because
of your words of comfort we
will never be the same.
You and Daddy led us down a
path of peace and humility.
Everyone who crossed your
path was loved unconditionally.
I loved taking care of you and
will always remember your
ways; because GOD has
blessed me to know the gentleness of having a mother like
you who prayed.
I will forever miss you because
of the love that you shared.
My prayer is that I become like
your awesome spirit and walk
by faith in your footsteps for
CHRIST.
You are the gift GOD has given
to me and you are my example
for life.
You are the one who has
blessed me with the knowledge of how to be loving and
how to give unconditional care.
I will always love you Mommy.

Thank you for the blessing of
being able to love and care for
you.
It has been a blessing in JESUS
to serve a true “Angel” of our
HEAVENLY FATHER.
Mommy, you are that “Angel”
HE has in Heaven now.
I loved taking care of you.
You, Mommy, were truly an instrument used mightily by
GOD!!
Proverbs 15:1-2: “A soft answer
turns away wrath. But a harsh
word stirs up anger. The
tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly. ..”
Dierdre Downing -Jackson
is a devoted and loyal woman of
GOD, who demonstrates her
faith and intimate familiarity
with GOD’s Word. With her unmistakable focus on encouraging, enlightening and inspiring,
she motivates and imparts wisdom and inspiration through
her gifts, her passion and her
ability to entertain.
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